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ESKDALE, one of the loveliest of
Lakelond’s valleys, descends from the
highest and wildest mountains in the
district to the sands of Rovenglass in
a swift transition from grandeur to
beauty, from bleak and croggy ridges
to verdont woodlands and postures
wotered by a chorming river. Itis a
place of mony delights, the finest of
all valleys for those whose special joy
is Lo travel on fool and o paradise for
ortists. Unspollt by commercial and
industrial octivity, it remoins today
little changed since the first settlers
discovered and cultivalted with lovin
core this perfect Arcadia in the hills.
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But Eskdale's miles are lon
and public transport services scanty,
s0 thol for many walkers the vaolle
wos virtually beyond reach until, in
1960, the inspiration and sacrifice and
effort of a group of enthusiasts led to
the re-opening of the old narrow-gauge
ratlwoay constructed in 1875 to link the
iron mines in the valley with the line ot
Rovenglass. This act of faith has been
rewarded by the support of the public,
the railwey proving immensely popular.
For many of its potrons the delightful
Journey is pleasure enough; for others
it solves the problem of access, serving
0s o springboard for many lovely walks.

The purpose of this booklel is to
describe a few short expeditions made
avoilable to walkers by the use of the
Eskdole railway and introduce them
to o beautiful region of Lakelond they
might never visit without its help.

Ten walks oare described:

I : MUNCASTER FELL pages 6-9
2 : IRTON FELL 10-11
7 : MITERDALE 12-15
4 : BLEA TARN 16-17
5 ¢+ BURNMOOR TARN 18- 19
& ¢ EEL TARN 20-21
T : DALEGARTH FORCE 22-23
8 : A RIVERSIDE WALK 24-25
Q@ i HARDKNOTT ROMAN FORT 26-28
10 * HARTER FELL 29-32

All these walks are s/imple rambles, free
from hazard, and can be done comporéadb/y
‘between trarns] the time allowances g/ven
besng ample. Bué all poass, in places, over
rovgh and wet ground that can be rurnouvs
L0 sAhoes or yandals or other /1ght footgear.
Boots should be worn.

TAe walks are /llusérated by dragroms of
the rouvtes (not maps) uvsing tAe fallowing

symbols:

% ++++—+ The Rovenglass and Eskdale Railway
st The main line railway (British Railways)
ssocassceoces SbONne wall ooocs0eo Dbroken wall
fence 0% trees » hedge & cairn
1~ river or beck —A~waterfoll —~ bridge
e €rag Sl boulders W marshy ground
.. econtour et unenclosed road
=~_-="= good footpath ~.="=*intermittent path
©rs., route recommended but no visible path
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MUNCASTER. FELL

Jtaré at RAVENCLASS
Finish at /IRTON ROAD STAT/ON

5 miles. Allow 3 hours

The summit of Muncasler Fell is no more than 7577
higher than the estuary at Ravenglass, from which
its slopes rise, Zet this mountain-in-miniature
contrives to givé an impression of much greater
statvre, especially when viewed from the |itkle
railway along its ggse where the steep and rock
flank seems unassailable. Its sitvalion, isolate
between the flat pastures of Miterdale and the
lower reaches of Eskdale, 1s magnificent, having
en extensive pancrama bolh seawards and inland
to the mountains of central Lokeland. Heather
and bilberry, gorse and bracken, woodland copse
ond forest, Jay a rich carpet of colour
over its slopes. )
But the supreme joy
of Muncaster Fell ‘s
the splendid traverse
of its ridge from end
to end. This is a
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Hooker Crag

From Ravenglass village or stalron an uphill mile
of roadwalking, foining and followrng the A 595
eastwards, /eads pasé fAe car park and entrance
bo Muncaster Caséle to o bend of the road where

- éwo bridlepaths are signpasted on the /eft. Take
the one posnting to "Eskdale and Hardknolt'; this
starts as a straight caré-Lrack up o /eafy avenuve
between walls and rampant v:j?eéaé/on. Ignore a
gated path branching off to the right (firé notice).
A depression /s reached 1n a rhododendron grove
and'a tarn Aalf-h/dden by Etrees /:f/,a_-nprea’ on the
left as tAe track resumes 1ts uphill journey to a
gate /n a fence. X
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continved

From the gate a fine view unfolds. Directly ahead
/s seen tAe Ordnance col/umn on Hooker Crag and a
background of mountarns. TAe path goes forward
with o fence (enc/osing a young plantation) on éAe
left and then veers right to avoid the steep rise lo
Hooker Crag. (A detour fo the summit 15 rewarded by
a glorious panorama ranging from Black Compbe Lo
the Isle of Man with the Nuc/ear Power Statron at
Windscale an vnfortunate intrussion, and /ncludin
the mountarn sky/ine of the Pillar, Scafell, Bowfell
and Conrston groups, all seen over a sea of heother).
Continuing along the bridleway a large flat bovider
supported by olhers (s reached: tAis is Ross’s Camp,
a good viewpo/nl with a charming prospect vp-vailey.
Beyond, the bridleway swings left to a yuncétion Of
walls, possing through a gate Aere and descendrn
fo /ncline across a depress/on on the right, where
after a s/ight rise there is a fong descent, the path
here being rela/ned by a granite wal/l. A stife in a
crosswall 15 Used (o cross an area of rich vegetalson
and reach a grass cart-lrock near a gate. Turn /efé
along it: the grass surface is succeeded by tarmac
in a’lane that leads direct/y to Irton Road Station.

Ross's Camp
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Despite ibs name and its neolithic appearance
this miniature moan-made Stonchenge has no
military or archacological significance. It
15 o monument only to’the physical strength
of members of a Victorian shooling party who
ratsed the massive flat slab onto ogt.her stones
to serve as a luncheon table. The top of the
slab is neatly inscribed ROSS’S CAMP 1883.

Mrterdale and Scafell
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Although the walk is better done in the direction
described (in order to have the finest views ahead)
it might be advisable in the height of the tourist
season when the afternoon trams):rortn Dalegarth

e tr

are likely to be busy, to first toke t ain frem
Ravenglass to Irton Road and reverse the walk.
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IR ON FELL

Start and finish at /IRTON ROAD STAT/ON

An arboreal ramble for lovers of trees.

4% miles. Allow 3 hours.

T'rovallmg inland on the miniature railwa
rom Ravenglass, the first prominent rise on
the, skyline across the pastures of Miterdale
is & shapely summit standing naked above a
dense cloak of woodland and plantations.
This is Irton Pike, the abrupt terminus of the
high ridge descendm?q from the fells above
Wostwater and a worthy objeclive not onl
or the charm of its roaky top but also cny
he excellence of its views., New piant.mqs,
however, hove réstricted access, and most
of today's visitors are content td wander on
the open ridge adjacent, Irton Fell.

5500 27" 1109
d;w‘j‘; 1900
Irton K
Pike 09500 39089
{%’;}r"‘ 2913000y
] oly
éﬁff{)ﬁ 1900 )‘Jﬂb.ﬁa;]
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;,, ,,".,iﬁ)’f #690530,7)
X “:‘den 3«“9500 )
\dom.ﬂw?‘ %'140;].490; ﬂsa
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memorial oy )J'hd) J’J% ﬁon'}qcp ADi-; 300 3.
i v ‘
PN memory oF 208 5 # 031-“"“”1 AR 002 L%’
WILLIAM MALKINSON 1.‘:%"" . : piA
WESLEYAN LOCAL PREACHER <, "Oc_ .34’ i D
DIED HERE SUDDENLY -,
SUNDAY FED.21, 1886 - } %‘*3;‘\:
BE YE ALSO READY r‘;_}_,(“
ﬁo&nxaok«%ﬂm }'....o A { GREIN
ROAD % AT AL
"’.b. .ﬂa LSKP )
Icoking north %’lrton Reod Station
NetATR b
,}“’E it ’\\
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The royal way to travel for an expediéion to Iréon Fell
15 by the miniature railway to Irton Road Station. A
lane feads from the stalion to the Eskdale Green road
along which turn /eft for 700 yards and then fo/fow a
minor road (no signposé) branching off Lo the right, A
new school is passed and then a complex of buildings
(where there was once a mir/f) before feac/?.'ng on the
left, a public bridleway sign directing éo /rton Feif [
and Nether wasdale J. This 1s the path to bake, and
it s a charmer, A stone bridge over the River Mite is
crossed at once and then tAe path adopts a winding
rovte uphill in natural woodland to emerge on more
open grovnd amongst scatiered new p/antaémn: on
acarpet of healther. The path is generally drséinct;
If in doubt ot junctions keep going uphrll. Afier a
mile of ascent the ridge of [rton Feil is reached ata
gate and the path to Wasdale goes forward on open
ground with a superb prospect ahead. See this view
before turning /eft along the declining ridge with a

wall on the left and Irton Prke akead, arriving at a
field-gate where o forest fence joins the wall. From
here a good track descends to ¢the Santon Bridge road
where turn /eft down to Irton Koad Statron,

If determined o visié the summ it of Irton Prke (q
detour not recommended jf wearing decent clothes)
go r,vg/m Jrom the freld-gale and follow the fence toa
stile, whence o tAin track [eads through conifers to
the top The descent to the road beyond, in a dense
thickel of trees, /s a desperale strvggle for survival
on a rouvgh, neg/ected path. ThAis is nota right of
way (0bviously) and you will have scars Lo prove it

GREAT WHIN RIEE
RED PIKE KIRK CABLE _
= YEWDARROW  FELL
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MITERDALE

Jtart and finish aé /RTON ROAD sTAT/ON
53 miles. Allow 3 hours.

Miterdale is a secret valley, [ittle known and
unfrequented, the only access for cars being
unsignposted and having the appenrance of @
private drive, so that, happily, few motorists
turn into it and it remains o preserve of those
who travel on foot.

Yet this is one of Lokeland’s sweelest valleys,
& hidden retreat deeply inurned amongst hills,
where woodland and copse and pasturé combine
with a delightful river to present o picture of
undisturbed rural peace. The remote head of
the dale, In o surround of low cliffs shodowed
by Scafell, is a sanctuary of great charm,

Recent times have brought changes, not for the
better. The highest farm 'in the valley is a gaunl
ruin, walls and paths are neglected. ;M. culprit,
is afforestation: lorge plantations of ‘foreign
trees now shroud the fellsides formerly grozed
by sheep. Only one habitation survives. .

But the valley, although robbed of much of its
native appeal, is still a ‘ploce of seclusion and
solitude, and well wortﬁ o visit. The walk here

described goes as for as the abandoned farm
and returns down the valley with variations of
rovte.

A short Jane /eads from [réon Road Station
fo the £skdale Green road, where lurn Jefé Buramoor
for 100 yards and then follow a minor road Tarn
fensignposted) éurning off Lo tAe right,
so0on passing a new school and, furéher,
a neat complex of buildings where there

was once a milf, ¢he dam for whArch /s £ | note
seen on the left beyond. A walkers' on
crossroads’ s Aext reached, but 3 Lhis
continve ahead along the road, ¥ part
which, beyond a gale, crosses v A of the
the river at a concrete bridge ¥ valle
rn an open pasture. Up on LAe 3 see
feft is the imposing crag : mo | page
of Greal Bank, rising L RV 4 Gill 15

above plantatrons. ~ Miterdale Hehd',’{ig“

4
TAe road, raugﬁer :3%'1';'4' i M ,,.’_-'ﬁurd/e in wall corner.
naw,;oer on lo Bakerstead ®LAL i Do NOT go on to
ow Flacs farm,  oQUERRCOEE,"  cront Black G
where /c ends, A AT B
€ R { Voctin:
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creat apm. Low Plgce L ooistiit
at 9"
Banid 5@% vjﬁ%lﬁim ;: & At-Low Place tAe
s AR, 2 § i s
1.' ! j?}}‘:o ”ﬁﬁfr,{) 0@ W for gate gives access
ﬂ

oht t o to the river. Cross it by

A Gw)f ! b 4

S50, 3 m«ﬁ a footbridge and continue
TR y A ﬂgé{ up the valiey on a rough
ﬁeﬁﬁﬂﬁr?”'%”‘ B - ; 53;’5?;’-14\ cart track. In haif a mile
,Q,-f?ﬂ'y.’;”d}?ﬂ,ﬁ“;'& ! 3% the ruins of Miterdale Head
;)535335;%%4{4_%:'\ " farm are glimpsed amorgst
@g’jgﬁmﬂ;jﬂgf%ﬂ,? trees across the river. When
:‘3} :ﬂh?ﬁ«:‘”j% directly opposite, waktch for o

B

hurdle in a wallcorner: use this
R to enter a muddy lane that goes
= e - “amm ‘v; A down to reach the ruins acgo.f_r
i O waskers’ |, W) ga arehed bridge. From here
. ,44;;5" crgfr;aadr f %"Z} fum down the fa//,e;, crossing
A (LA ngd~  Robin Gill by steppingstones aé
: f‘..; ‘“Qj”f‘f”z.?u""! - Baker:teadyandpgrogeedmg by
K&%@ry—ufzﬂn e a palh through enclosures to
RN Eskdale "N, the footbridge al Low Place.
ﬁ"“' creen = Now return by jarm-road
.......Jl Irton Rood to the walkers’ 'crossroads,
W Station where turn lefé up a rough lane to
¥ pass low Holme and descend to the
looking o) road at Eskdale Green, where éurn
northeosb ™7 right for Irton Road Station.
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The Miterdale farms

- e B R B L

Miterdal . once a Aandsome renge of farm
dale Head buildings, now a crum%/aafff:wh

FaT 5
7 f Xt MI?’ m;"%j"r o

5
Bakersteod . "¢7éored and converied fo use asan
ovtdoor pursuits centre

EXC ey . :
SR AT

a z.‘)sz'ca/“[ake/a.nd arm, an-d é/_; on
Low Ploce : oné still operating f:\ the middle ahd
vpper reaches of Miterdale.
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Experienced fel//walkers with time and energy éo
spare can cross Black Gill and continve on a thin
track up the valley for a mile and a Aalf (Scajfell
now towering impressively ahead) Lo 1E5 surprising
beginning, formed by a Aalf-circle of ciiffs around
a secluded amphitheatre : a ' most delightful place,
Koving come thus far, an alternaljve rovte of retvrn
to £skdole s handily availab/e by surmounting this
Jinal easy obstac/€ to the open moor beyond, where
bear right to SKirt Buranmaor Tarn and join the old
corpse road /eading south to Boot (see walk5).

With e bit of luck the last brain from DPajegarth
Station will be waiting to deparl when you arr/ve,

The Aead of Miterdale
and Scafe//
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BLEA TARN

 Start : BECKFOOT HALT
Finish: DALECARTH STATION

A pleasant fellwalk, initialt steep; fine Views.
3 miles. Aflow 3 hours.

Bleatarn Hill
Siney Tarn vy, | e R
Lind == RS LB
Tarn & " BleaTarn’’, 2 sh g e
Y — b VREER G d S
o g - o qo0 AR S
!'f.’.,, L [ ,r-u.mf}“
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Cross the railway /ine at Beckfoot Holt to a gate g/ving
access to the open fell. A charming grass path feads
up from the gate, not too distinctly initiatly but soon
becoming clear as jt bears [eft throvgh the bracken; a
Sfew Aairpin bends ease the gradrient. As height s
gained there js a delectable view of Eskdale, looking
up the valley to Karter Fell. At the top of the siope
Blea Tarn comes suddenly into sight, /ying in a bow!
of grey rock and bracken: a colourful pieture.  From
the outlet a short delour over a low ridge brings two
other tarns into view: Blind Torn and Siney Jorn, less
attractive sheels of waler although ¢he latéer has a
rampant display of bogbean. Return to Blea Tarn,
there following a path along its soulh side to ascend
a miniature ravine, at the top of which 1t levels out
alongside a crumbled wall before descending s/ightly
and continuing along a pleasant terrace. Ié becomes
indistinct: At this point make a beeline for the ruins
new seen down the slope. From them an overgrown Jane
goes beiween walls directly dawn to Boot village and
Dalegarth Station is a five-minuvte walk further,
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Blea Tarn
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mid-£skdale, from the path lo B/ea Tarn
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EEL TARN

Start and finish aé DALECARTH STATION

Every step on this lovely walk 15 a joy.
32 miles. Allow 3 hours.

water /1/res,

£Fel Tarn i’ t’ | wa),ma_rkgd
7. Rha - ;
e b)’_
" white
A crosses
Y. on
i stones
o Hows ,
250 "ri (arm) ‘a-ﬂ;&rﬁ“‘ﬁ""”
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I A B looking
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Turn /eft along the road from Dalegarth Séalron and
lefe agamn inéo the vrilage of Soot, /mmediately before
the bridge o goted /ane on the r/ght (EAIs looks private
but 1snt)ascends past the waterfalls of Whillan Beck
and up the fell (ignore a branch ta the right) to the
private gated access to G/l Bank farm. §o0 yards short
of this privale gateza throvgh another recessed on the
right to join a path ascending to the /eft. The rovte,
partly between walls, /v now clear, passing a prominent
monkey-puzzle tree thot Aas shed most of /1ts branches,
and tAen Ewo trees enc/osed by a wall, and reaching the
open fell, where j¢ continves Aalf-right, at first stony
and then as a green path through bracken with views
of the Wasdale meuvntains ahead. Joon after crossing
asmall beck (¢he outffow from Eel/Tarn) an rndistérncé
Junction of paths is reached, /dentifiable by a boulder
with a white cross just beyond. Here turn sharply right
up Lo Eel Jarn, notable for /s water Ii/ies in summer. A
good path rovnds ibs west side and descends pleasantly
to the Woolpack Inn, Harter Fel/ berng a fine obrect ahead,

If time is short, Dalegarth Station can be most quickly
reached along the road to the right (one msle). But if
there is an Aour to spare before ¢he train is due fo go,a
charming rovte of return is avarlable by turning left
from the road to Doclor Bridge and there taking the
rlverside path to the church (detarled /n Walk8) A
walled lane then /leads to the road at Bool, where
burn left for the statron.,

g /'Zel" Fel
i Sfrom £el Tarn
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DALEGARTH FORCE

Start and finish al DALECARTH STATION
2 miles there and back. Allow 1} hours.

T4
*+'palegarth Force
Dalegarth Force wos ‘At
formerly known as BN g,
: Balla
Leanley G/l Force, the AAflan

Norse word g/// being
later ramantized to
ghyil. On Ordnance
maops, the waterfall is
named Stan/ey Force.

looking
south

L)

ouscasessdti it ,

LDalegarth
Station

B00T < "{C/ﬂ"(}ar

This is deservedly the most popular walk
from Dalegarth Station, the mile jovrney
being charming and the final section,at
Lakelond’s loveliest waterfall, exquisitely
so. You have heard of sylvan beauty: it
is here, in Eskdale, at Daiegarth Force,

Walk along the road lo the right from Dalegarth Station
for J00 yards and then jfollow the signposted /ane on
¢he Jefi, crossing the River £sk at a bridge to reach
a junction of fanes with Dalegarth Hall in view akead.
Lo left at tAe junction and keep to the Jane (ignoring
brigleway signs en rovte ) unéil a gate on the left grves
access to Stanley LAyl Wood. From Meﬁaée a rough
poth leads to a stream and conéinves alongside up a
wooded ravine. furiher, three wooden bridges cross
the stream in succession as the ravine harrows; from
the third there s a g/impse of Dalegarth Force ahead,
an uninterrupted view of it bejng oblained afier a
scramble up the left side from the bridge. KEEP
SMALL CHILDREN ON A TIGHT LEASH HEREABOUTS.
Reburn lo Dalegarth Station by the same rovte.

22
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A RIVERSIDE WALK

Start and finish 6t DALECARTH STATION
A short romble of sustained charm.
2% miles. Allow 1} hours.

Turn /eft along the road from Dalegarth Statron
and aé tAe crorsroadsr go along the walled /ane fo
the right, whichk /eads to SE Catherine’s Church,
occupy/ng an /sofated site on éhe north bank of
the River £Fsk. -
From here, a signpost "To Doctor Bridge " ind/cates
o foolpalh, which, with the river on the right all
the way, threads a delightful passage in gorse and
brackehn, with a fovely View ahead, fo Docéor Bridge,
Return the same way. [t /s not hardship but a
remewal/ of pleasure lo retrace steps over one of
the most defectable miles /n Lake/and.
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30
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ok 0,
o vo M&%\_ -
NIEBBA? NS
girders AN

After admiring the simple beautly of the church, note
the striking memorial to Tommy Dobson in the groveyard.

Also of interest are two girders spanning the river in a
rocky gorge. These are relics of a branch ‘of the mineral
railway from Dalegarth to mines on the south bank of the
Esk and formerly supported o bridge to carry the line over
the river.

As Doctor Bridge is approached, the splendid cotaract of
Birker Force 1s seen spilling over a cliff high on the right.

24

wAS masTER OF EFKDALE Anp [T
ENNERDALL FOXHOUNDS, &
HE STARTED THE PACK. 1

THis MONJMENT WAS ERLCTED L
¥ @y NEARLY JOO FRIENDS Y

St Catherines,
a plain sérvcture
burit of the Jocal
ranite dvring tAe
77th.century, s tAe
parish church of
Lskaale.

Tommy Dobson’s
name has nol lived on
as Aos John Peel’s.

Yet Ais reputation
locally as a Master
of Foxhounds was even

reater. Foxhuntin
_ was Ahis whole /ife
and approprialely hiy
 wiainseribed gravestone
(. reflects his passion,
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HARDKNOTT ROMAN FORT

Start and frnish ot DALECARTH STAT/ION

Some road walking, and Hordknoth
some valley rambli 2 An Romon For A8
interesting objective. Y

7 miles there and back.
Allow 3} hours.

This visit can be done by road
throvghout, bturning lefé from
Dalegarth Statrion and keeping
éo the Larmac for 71 mi/es. /
/t may also be ddne [in Jonger
time) by foolpoth throughoud,
taking'the riverside walk to
Doctor Bridge (Waik &) and
proceeding thence via Fenny o
Hill, TAe dragram suggesés A0
a compromise, reaching
Doctor Bridge by read
and taking the farm
access and!‘aatppéﬁ
Jfrom there £0 rejoin
the road at the foot
af HardknottPass, 1
where a £teep ?utig[!gm F
climb of haly PO g

a mile

reveals woolpack % 7Ae path onwards
the fort from Peany Hill /s
an the delighéful But
/eft. not qurte easy.

OF: 7Aere are gates,
o séites, fords ano
%’%? Sinally séepprng Slones lo

o) be negolialed., 7ThAe paih /s
/ndistinet at the crossing

erch of Spothow Gil/ — look for
Dmegoru\ e signpost and séile.
Statton

looking northeost

2%

The Roman Fort

Hord Knott is the rugged height overlooking and
dominating the poss to which it has given its name.
Its southwestern slopes foll steeply from the cliffs
of Border End to an Inclined grassy shelf extendin
for half o mile before breaking a.bruptl%z ino lin
of crags above the valiey of the Esk. This shelf,
o strategic place of vantage commonding & view
of Eskdale from the mounltains down to the seo,
wos selected br the Romans towards the end of
bhe first centufy A.D. as a site for establishing a

arrison to reinforce their military occupation
of the district. Here they builk MEDIOBOCDYM, d
fort today more vsually Gnd certainly more eastly
referred t0 as HARDKNOTT CASTLE. Although now
ruinous, the main structure and outbuildings have
survived the poassing of Lime sufficiently to yield
o valuable source of information and study for the
expert oand an object of considerable interest to the
non-expert,

In recent years the walls of the fort have been
rebuilt by the Ministry of Works, a slate course
indicating the original woll below and the
restored portion above. There is divided
opinion os to whether this physical
reconstruction is desirable.

Would not the ruins, left to

their natural decay, hove nound gy,
e i g e,
e Iimo o - .

Commondant’s House

Headquarters :
Granaries )
Bath -houses

N

A
B:
(2]
D:




The Roman Fort

7Ae north gate, /ooking to the Scafells

il
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HARTER FELL

Start and finish al DALEGARTH STAT/ION

A mountain climb, more ambitious than
the other woalks described in this booklet.
Suitable for novices ONLY in fine settbled
weather; NOT in misty conditions. An
excellent expedition, a great experience
and a doy to remember.

T4 miles there and back.
Allow 5 hours.

Not many fells can be described as beavé/fu/, but
the word fits Harter Fell,especiaily so when viewed
from Eskdale. The Jower slopes on this flank climb
steeply from the tree-lined curves of the River Esk
in a luxurious covering of bracken; higher up is a
wide beit of heather, ‘and finally grey’turrets and
romparts of rock rise to a neat, shapely pyromid,
The fell is not only good to look at bul good to climb,
interest being welil sustained throughouvt and rising
to a climax in the last few yards, wﬁm on upthrust
of naked rock requires Lthe walker to tura cragsman
]{\hb is ko enjoy the magnificent panorama Seen from
the uppermost poink. Here, on Harter Fell’s summit,
is the culmination of Eskdale's many delights.




HARTER FELL L
2140

100 e
160v-= SH[{E A

M i
oo:elil

summit scene
Doubts may arise in the tangle
of rough ground in the rvicinily of
Spothow cril, _wAere steps may
tend to gravitate to the righi
on the Dvddon Valley palh] The
correct path s more lo the east,
across the gill.

30

Turn left along the road from Oa/efaré/\ Station
and keep Lo the tarmac fOr a mile, where (with the
Woolpack Inn in 519t 150 yards ahead}ﬂye afong a
/ane on the right to Doctor Bridge, which cross and
foliow tAe farm access 0 Peany Hill, Just beyond the
farm buildings take a path ascending to the right:
this crosses’enclosures and conéinves above a wall
on the open fell. When it trends to LAe right Aeep
on ahead by'the wall to cross Spothow Cill, beyond
which join a thin track heading directly up a s/ope
of Aeather towards the now-obvious éop of tAe fel].
(Ignore a clearer path following the gill). TAe track
ascends to a breach A the crags ahead and c/imbs.
asteep and stony rake, now guite distinctly, éo an
Ordnance column and a ca/rn occupying a craggy
rise and seeming to mark the summié of the fell.
But rejoicings and celebrations are premature, for
tAis is not the Aighest point. Nearby easiwards /s
a steep-sided ovicrop of rock rising several feet
nearer to Aeaven, and beyond that is another of
slightly lower elevation. The midd/e one of ¢Aese
Lthiee rock tors /s therefore the true summiré, 1t
appears to be vunassailable, but an exploration

/scloses a weakness agn its east side by which
its crest may be attarned by a simple scramble.
TAe th/rd turret also offers an easy access to
/ts bop, on the south side. Having accomplished
the trinjty celebrabrons can commence,

TAe view is magnaificent in all direcérons JIn
particular the prospect of tAe Scafell range at
the head of £skdale (s a picture of grandeuvr
that no camera can resist.

With an eye on the time, tear yourself from the
impressive surroundings and return by the same
rovte ., Two hours should suffice for Me&/owney
back and a drink before the [ast brarin deparis.




2 EnZn

The Aead of Fskdale, from Harter Fell
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